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Psalm 100 – Adoring God 

 

1. Approaching Greatness 

 

Approaching greatness – no, not the kind of ‘how do you make yourself great’ 

 Not the self-help category of ‘you can be the person you want to be’ 

 

Approaching greatness – in how to you approach someone or something,  

that by their very presence, their greatness changes the way that you approach them. 

 

One of the greatest social faux pas for Australian Prime Ministers is ‘touching the Queen’. 

That is, when the queen visits,  

and Prime Minister performs the duty of introducing the queen to various dignitaries. 

 Inevitably, by some innate instinct inbuilt into us, intuitively, 

  The Prime Minister will put out the hand, to direct the Queen in some direction. 

 

Well, the media has a field day. The monarchists are up in arms, defending ‘their queen’. 

 

Approaching greatness in the form of the Commonwealth monarch requires certain protocols. 

Approaching Her Majesty requires the correct physical greeting, the right form of title, 

 And the appropriate motive of willing submission to the Queen. 

 

The nature of the greatness defines the approach to that greatness. 

The status, stature, and authority that the Queen carries determines how we approach the Queen. 

 

So how do we approach greatness, not in the form of the monarch of the Commonwealth, 

 But how do we approach greatness, in the realm of God himself? 

 

How should we come before the Lord of all, the king of Kings, the mightiest majesty? 

 

Psalm 100 addresses two questions relating to the greatness of God:  

1) how do we approach God, and  

2) who is it that we approach? 
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2. Approaching God – Acclaim, Adore, Acknowledge (vv. 1-2) 

 

So first, how do we approach God? So let’s read from v. 1 << vv. 1-2 >> 

 

Now. “Make a joyful noise to the Lord” – sounds like cheering on Roger Federer at Wimbledon. 

“Jolly good show”, “well done!”, I must say “let’s make a joyful noise”. 

 

However, underneath the polite phrasing of our translation, 

There’s the earthy, “shout triumphantly”, give the Lleyton Hewitt – “C’mon”! 

 

It’s not really a polite request, but more of a battle cry. 

And the Psalmist here, is seeking to cause that great shout to be called out. 

In fact, this exact word was used back when Saul was chosen king over Israel. 

1Samuel 10:24 – the people shouted “Long live the king!” – the people shouted. 

 

But notice also – who is called to make the shout, and notice also to whom they are shouting. 

Here, the Psalmist calls all the earth, to shout to the LORD. 

So, not just God’s people, at that time, Israel. Not just Israel, and the neighbouring countries, 

But the Psalmist calls for the whole earth – to shout to the LORD. 

 

Which leads us to whom they are shouting. 

 

The shouting is directly at the LORD, which means Yahweh, the God of Israel,  

Yahweh who revealed himself only to Israel.  

Yahweh the personal name given only to Israel to use. 

 

And because of the object in view, because Yahweh, the God of Israel is both the reason and the 

destination for shouting, the Psalmist urges acclamation to be joined by adoration. 

 

That is, shouting to Yahweh, goes hand in hand with serving, worshipping, adoring the LORD. 

To put it another way, if we declare “Long live the queen”, the implication is also “I am her servant” 

So too here, the Psalmist declares – “Shout to the LORD”, the implication – “serve him joyfully” 

 

And the parallel statement follows – “come before him with joyful songs” 

 

That is, part and parcel of acclaiming the LORD is adoring and acknowledging him. 
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3. Apprehending God – He Alone is God, Creator, Shepherd (vv. 3) 

 

The Psalmist then shifts from the actions of the audience to apprehending the object of admiration. 

<< v. 3>> 

 

The reason for acclaiming God, for shouting to God is now given. 

Know that the Lord is God. 

Here, this is not simply a statement of equality - like know 2+2=4. 

The statement here is far more personal. In fact, it literally reads, “Yahweh, he is God” 

So, know that the LORD, that is Yahweh, the deity which Israel serves, is the one supreme God. 

 Not the gods of Babylon, nor the gods of the Assyrians, nor the gods of the Persians. 

 Declaring Yahweh is God rules out the possibility of any other deity being God. 

 

But even more, Yahweh’s credentials as the only God are then played out. 

 Yahweh made us. Yahweh is the sole, exclusive power that created us. 

 More we are his. We belong to him. He has exclusive rights over our life. 

 

And yet, as humans – it is so easy for us to think – no, God has to come to me on my terms. 

 God has to be there when I need him. 

 What is more important than me being his, is that he is mine. 

 

Like when a child foolishly thinks that the parent is to serve them, at their beck and call. 

No. We are his. We belong to him, and we are the sheep of his pasture. 

 

So here, God is the one that has created us, and sustains us, because we are in his pasture. 
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4. Adoring God – with Thanksgiving and Praise (vv. 4-5) 

 

But what kind of pasture does the Psalmist refer to? Where do God’s sheep go? << v. 4-5>> 

 

The gates, here, are not the agricultural gates of the sheep pen. 

No, on view here are the gates of the temple. 

The gates that lead the Israelites into the one place where they would meet with God. 

Israel would come to give thanks to God, through the gates of the temple, 

There are three reasons given here for thanking God. 

 

i. Because He is good (v. 5a) 

 

First, we adore God because God is good. Good, not in the popularity stakes of public opinion  

– did you see that movie – yeah that was good. 

Good in the sense of inherent, intrinsic, other-person centred good-ness. 

 

ii. Because He is loving (v. 5b) 

 

Second, we adore God because God is loving. 

 But not in our kind of ‘love while it lasts’ kind of love – but the love forever kind of love. 

 

iii. Because He is faithful (v. 5c) 

 

Third, we adore God because he is faithful. 

 Here God’s faithfulness is that trustworthiness, that constancy,  

that commitment to the promises that he made from the time of Abraham right up until now. 

 

Well, God still was faithful to his promises, 

even though Israel failed again and again, generation after generation. 

  

In fact, next week, we start a new preaching series, which matches the church calendar. 

The advent of Christ, the arrival of God’s king, the breaking into the world of God’s very own Son, 

And the advent of Christ means that all the promises that God made to Israel, 

All the prophecies that God gave regarding his relationship with his people, 

All his faithfulness, goodness, love explodes into time and space in the arrival of his Son, Jesus. 

 

So it is quite fitting, given that God is the shepherd of people, that pronouncement of the arrival of 

God’s king is given to shepherds. << Luke 2:8-11>>  

The arrival of Christ announces God is faithful, God is loving, and God is good to everyone. 
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5. Adoration, Apprehension, Approach & Us 

 

So today, this Psalm is true for us on an even more profound level that it was for the Psalmist. 

 

For today, we approach God himself, through Jesus, the Saviour, the Messiah and Lord. 

 

We shout to Yahweh, because we are the people literally at the ends of the earth, 

 Who now have become God’s people. 

We shout to Yahweh, “Long live the king” because Jesus triumphed over death, 

 Because Jesus is the Messiah, the ruler over life and death, 

More, we serve Yahweh, as we come into his presence, in heaven itself, 

 Because Jesus rose from the dead, and ascended into heaven, 

And therefore, we are united spiritually with Jesus before God himself, 

So we participate in that awesome and wonderful heavenly gathering, 

And we willing offer ourselves, here on earth, as living sacrifices to God. 

 

 

And we thank God – because he is Good, because he is loving, because he is steadfast. 

Even though our lives all too easily fall apart, 

Even though we are fragile, and hurt and flawed, 

Even though we can not even keep the promises that we make to our children, 

We thank God – because he kept all his promises,  

because when even his own people, Israel were faith-less, he was faithful, 

because his own Son willing died to reconcile us to himself. 

 

 

So let’s pray, and indeed thank God for who his is. I’ll lead us in prayer. 

  


